Web Style Guide Chapter 4: PAGE DESIGN
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Visual logic

1) Visual hierarchy

a) Contrast is essential
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Consistency
3) Page dimensions
a) Graphic safe areas
[image: image4.png]Firstscreen
o Highest priority
Mot graphics

o Highest density of links

“Abave the fold”
“Below the fold”

Second sereen
o Lover priority items

o Less graphic

o Density of links less criticsl





4) Page length
Determining the proper length for any Web page requires balancing four factors:

· The relation between page and screen size 

· The content of your documents 

· Whether the reader is expected to browse the content online or to print or download the documents for later reading 

· The bandwidth available to your audience 
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a) Scrolling
b) Content and page length
i) If you wish to provide both a good online interface for a long document and easy printing or saving of its content:

(1) Divide the document into chunks of no more than one to two printed pages' worth of information, including inlined graphics or figures. Use the power of hypertext links to take advantage of the Web medium. 

(2) Provide a link to a separate file that contains the full-length text combined as one page designed so the reader can print or save all the related information in one step. Don't forget to include the URL of the online version within the text of that page so users can find updates and correctly cite the source. 

ii) In general, you should favor shorter Web pages for:

(1) Home pages and menu or navigation pages elsewhere in your site 

(2) Documents to be browsed and read online 

(3) Pages with very large graphics 

iii) In general, longer documents are:

(1) Easier to maintain (content is in one piece, not in linked chunks) 

(2) More like the structure of their paper counterparts (not chopped up) 

(3) Easier for users to download and print 
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5) Design grids for Web pages
a) Grids bring order to the page
b) Vertical stratification in Web pages
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c) Design for screens of information
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Page headers and footers
a) Page headers: Site identity
b) Page footers: Provenance
7) Page layout
a) Flexible design
b) Layout with style sheets
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c) Layout tables
i) Line length
ii) Margins
iii) Columns
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Gutters
v) Borders
d) Fixed versus flexible
i) Use fixed-width tables for precise layouts
ii) Use flexible tables for layouts that adapt
e) Other uses for tables
i) Spacing and alignment
ii) Colored backgrounds
iii) Working with images
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Frames
a) Flexibility
b) Functionality
c) Aesthetics
d) Frame titles
9) General design considerations
a) Understand the medium
b) Include fixed page elements
c) Don't impose style
d) Maximize prime real estate
e) Use subtle colors
f) Beware of graphic embellishments
10) Cross-platform issues
11) Accessibility
a) Layout tables that make sense
b) Alternatives
c) Clarity and consistency
