Chapter 3: SITE DESIGN

· Organizing information
There are five basic steps in organizing your information:

1. Divide your content into logical units 

2. Establish a hierarchy of importance among the units 

3. Use the hierarchy to structure relations among units 

4. Build a site that closely follows your information structure 

5. Analyze the functional and aesthetic success of your system 

· "Chunking" information
This method for presenting information translates well to the Web for several reasons:

Hierarchy of importance
Relations

Function

· Site structure 
· Basic information structures 
Sequences
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Hierarchies
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· Creating site diagrams 
Site file and directory structures
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Summary
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· Site design themes 
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· Training 
· Teaching 
· Continuing education 
· Reference 

· Entertainment and magazine sites 

· News sites 

· E-commerce 
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· Site elements 

· Home pages 
“above the fold”

Menu home pages

News-oriented home pages

Path-based home pages

Splash screens

Graphics or text?

The master page layout grid

[image: image9.png]Unitor
department logo

VSHinfo_Library _Calendar _Dirsstories _Search _Hame

Local navigation links

Searcn hi site

| E—

Vate University
Sehoolof Macicine
353 Cedar Street
N Haven, CT 06510

Direstory Assistance
(a03) 432-4771

Offiosof
Putlio Afairs
(a03) 4320133

Yol home page | Looal depar tment

Title line of the page

Last mdified Apri 14, 2002 (L)

£ Valerliew Haven Hosoital_Medieal Center _ale University

Sl g
optional

Copyriaht G202 Vals Universty Sohaal fa Mediens.
I ighte ecerved. Comments o uagestions t th editor

Home URL_ bt/ /info med.yale sdu/ysm





· Menus and subsites 
· Resource lists, "other related sites" pages 

· Site guides 

Tables of contents or site indexes
Site maps

· "What's new?" pages 

· Search features 

· Contact information and user feedback 

· Bibliographies and appendixes 

· FAQ pages 

· Custom server error pages 
· Internet versus intranet design 
The evolution of the Web

· Design standards 
User-centered design
